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REMARKS 

Claims 2, 14, 31, and 38 have been cancelled, and claims 3, 4, 8, 9, 15, 16, 17, 18, 32, 33, 
34, 36, and 37, have been amended, before, claims 1, 3-13, 15-30. and 32-37 are pending in 
the present application. 

The Extinct has Indict that claims 3, 15, and 33 would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form. These claims t*ve bean rewritten in independent form. Hence, these claims 
arenowaUowable. Moreover, dependent claims 2, 4-,3.and 16-18 (which depend fron, allowed 
claim 3), dependent claims 32-35 (which depend from allowed claim 33) are also allowable. 
Additional claims 36 and 37 are allowabh for at leas, the same reason as claim 33 is 
aJlowaWe. The Applicant respectfully notes that these claims have been rewritten in independent 
form in the inure,, of expediency and no, necessarily because the Applicant acouiesces <o «* 
Examiner's characterization or application of the prior art references. 

The Examiner argue, that claims 1, 19 and 3 1 are unpatentable over C^eau (U.S. Paten, 
No. 5,671.272) and Misu (US. Patent No. 5,426,695). The Applicant respectfully disagrees. 
Claims 1 , 1 9, and 31 call for siting a value representative of a voltage level between a ring and 
tip terminal in response to receiving the control signal. 

CM** at least does not teach Sating a value representative of a voltage level bflBsenj 
^.nHrinierminrt in response to receiving the control signal. The Examiner argues *»t filter 
46 in Cotreau inherently stores the representative voltage. A fitter, by definition, filters signal,. 
Thus, no, surprisingly, in the case of C.<r«a«, the filter 46 separate, DC component and provides 
i, ,o a comparator 48. Sec col. 1. lines 43-16 of CoOeau. As an Initial matter, even if the 
Examiner's assertion is true (and i, is not) mat the filter 46 stores the voltage value. CMrem 
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■caches that the voHage signal ftom which the fitter 46 sep»a.es a. DC component is the sign., 
toa, „ sensed across resist* 14, and no. the trip and ring terminals, as caned for by toe claims. 
The Calms should be cons^cd in view of the description in the specification, and Figure 2 of 
to. specification mutates the trip and ring terminals 237, 2„, which are the input — to 
,he SUC 30. Consistent with the description in the specification, claim 33, for example, 
specifies .hat the SUC couples to the subscription loop via (ho ring and trip terminal. 

T». resistor 14 shown in Figure lof Co^u is analogous to the resistor 248 of Figure 2 
„ the insunt applicauon, where the resister 248 is p*n of an external ringing circuit much like 
the circuit 30 of Figure 1 cfOM* The flaw in the Examiner's argument is further exposed 
win, «spee, to claim 18, which specifies that the voltage vrfue i, retrievably stored (li*e a 
memo*, for example). The Examiner argues that toe comparator 48 of CM. sieves" this 
supposed., stored vaiue in toe finer 46. The Apphcan. direc* *e Ex»niner-> auention . CO.. >. 
Hnes 44^7 of CUM., which states that the DC component of toe sensed vohage from the finer 
46 is provided to toe comparator ( U. no. toe sensed voluge W» Again, ft. DC component 
is provided because a finer (such as toe fiher 46) flta. signals. For at leas, these reasons. Cairns 
1, 19, and 3 1 , and their respective dependent claims, are allowable. 

Reconsideration of the present application is rcspectftuly reo.ues.ed. In Ugh. of the 
arguments presented above. Applicant respectfully asserts that the pending are allowable. 
Accordingly, a Notice of Allowance is respectfully solicited. 

If for any reason the Examiner finds the application other than in condition for allowance, 
toe Examiner is requested to call the undersigned attorney at the Houston, Texas telephone 
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number (713) 934-4064 to discuss 
edlowance. 

Date: Anpiwtfi. 2004 



the steps necessary for placing the application in condition for 



Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAMS, MORGAN & AMERSON, P.C. 
CUSTOMER NO. 23720 



CUSTOMER NO. 237 



Ruben S. Bains, Reg. No. 46,532 
10333 Richmond, Suite 1100 
Houston, Texas 77042 
(713)934-7000 
(713) 934-701 1 (facsimile) 
ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT(S) 
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